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with a menu by Mark Hix, head of 

the Hix restaurant empire. But is it 

more gimmick than gastronomy? 

Roping in a pharmacist friend, 

Stylist decided to find out.

t h r i l l s  and p i l l s 

The decor, designed by Hirst, is 

much the same as the original – 

part real-life pharmacy, part crazy 

colourful art installation. Medicine 

boxes lining the far wall were, on 

closer inspection, the real deal  

– some with genuine-looking 

prescription stickers for a Mr 

Damien Hirst. Dining in said faux 

pharmacy does feel a bit strange 

at first but you soon get used to it; 

Long before Chiltern Firehouse 
or Sexy Fish became go-to 
celebrity hangouts, Damien 
Hirst’s dispensary-themed 
Pharmacy in Notting Hill was 
the only place to be seen when 
it opened in 1998, with Kate 
Moss and David Bowie regularly 
spotted among Hirst’s displays 
of capsules and pill packets. 

But as quickly as its star 
rose, the restaurant ran into 
legal trouble with The Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society, 
prompting not one but two 
name changes. It was sold just 
nine months after it opened, 
with the hype rapidly fading 
before it finally closed in 2003.

Thirteen years on, it’s back, 
as Pharmacy 2 – this time 
down an unassuming side 
street in Vauxhall, at Hirst’s 
Newport Street Gallery – and 

B e l l a 

Younge r

You probably 
know her 
better as 
Deliciously 
Stella, aka the 
woman who 

stars in the popular parody 
Instagram account that mocks 
society’s fixation on healthy 
eating. Bella will share her 
empowering message of why 
you should stay true to yourself.

There are only a limited  
number of tickets left for this 
inspirational event so book today. 

Stylist Life Lessons; Wednesday  

9 March, 6.30-8.30pm, Ham  

Yard Hotel, 1 Ham Yard,  

London, W1D; £45 including  

a drink and goodie bag; 

stylistlifelessons.eventbrite.co.uk

Stylist visits the 
relaunch of Damien 
Hirst’s cult Nineties 
restaurant and finds 
comfort food mixed 
with medicinal art

Three 
reasons to 
book Stylist 
Life Lessons

i sY 

s u t t i e

The popular 
comedian, 
author and 
actress who 
played Peep 
Show’s Dobby 

for eight years is just one of the 
three amazing women who will 
be sharing the most important 
lesson they’ve learned in their 
lives. Drawing on her past 
experiences, Isy will reveal how 
she stopped worrying about 
what she can’t control and 
learned to move on. 

sa rah 

Wood

Take 
inspiration 
from the  
high-flying 
tech  
pioneer and 

academic who co-founded 
video advertising company 
Unruly – sold to News Corp  
last year for £114million – as 
she speaks on the topic of 
emotional contagion, empathy, 
and the power of positive 
thinking, before answering  
your questions. 

colcannon and poached egg as 
well as white polenta with shaved 
truffle, which were both excellent. 
But the highlight was definitely 
dessert. Each better than the  
last, the rich bread and butter 
pudding, tart poached rhubarb 
with silky saffron ice cream, and 
flawless blood orange and white 
chocolate cheesecake are on the 
small side but at only £4 each, 
we advise ordering them all. 

Quality food, iconic British art 
and the chance to relive a cult 
dining experience, Pharmacy 2  
is just what the doctor ordered.

Pharmacy 2, Newport Street, SE11; 

pharmacyrestaurant.com
it’s quirky enough for everyday 
diners, with knowing touches 
for medical professionals 
who can play ‘spot the drug’. 

Thankfully, the gimmicks 
stop with the decor. This  
is not a full-on concept 
restaurant with syringes of 
sauce to squirt onto your 
steak. Instead, Hix’s menu is 
packed with proper British 
comfort food – we ordered 
smoked haddock with 
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F ind the perFect 

remedy at pharmacy 2

gooD MEDiciNE:

WE PrEScribE

MuLtiPLE

DESSErtS 

PHarMacY 2 rEStauraNt: 

WouLD You LikE

SoME aMoxiciLLiN
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food


